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            “By My Works I Will Show You My Faith” 

          James 2:18 
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ST. JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

LCMS 

2040 Oakwood Avenue N.E. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505 

+ 

TODAY: 9:30 a.m. Easter Service (Facebook Live) and at 

               11:00 a.m. Bible study on the Resurrection of Jesus  

Monday – Thurs:  Noon Devotions w/ Pastor (Facebook Live) 

Monday:   1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  Holy Communion @ St. James  

Thursday:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Holy Communion @ St. James 

Sunday:  9:30 a.m.   Worship (Facebook Live) and at 

   11:00 a.m.  Bible Study w/ Pastor Schaeffer (Facebook) 
 

Pastor Glenn Schaeffer 
glenn.schaeffer@stjamesgr.com 

St. James Church Office: 363-7718 
Secretary e-mail:  office@stjamesgr.com 

Website:  www.stjamesgr.com 
Sermons, newsletters & highlights are on line. 

mailto:glenn.schaeffer@stjamesgr.com
http://www.stjamesgr.com/
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EASTER: Joy from the Passion of Christ 
 

Our Journey to the Tomb: 

A Time of Resurrection 
 

P: People of God, why do you seek the living among 
    the dead? 

C: Because we have nowhere else to go. Jesus 
    told us that He is the Way, the Truth and the 

    Life. 
P: People of God, why do you seek the living among 

    the dead? 
C: Because we live in a world that still suffers 

     from wars, hunger, pandemics, cruelty, and 
     bloodshed. Because families are torn apart 

     by selfishness, greed, and death.  Because 

     individual lives deny, ignore, or even mock 
     God. 

P: People of God, come to Jesus’ tomb!  Seek the 
    miracle of new life! People of God, why do you 

    seek the living among the dead? 
C: Because we remember His words of 

    resurrection and life and hope and victory. 
P: People of God, do not live in death. Do not let sin 

    be your master. Jesus Christ has risen to forgive 
    you. He has risen to save you. He has risen to 

    give you life.  Listen to this Good News: 
 

The Easter Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 When the Sabbath was past, Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and 
anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 
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week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who 

will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of 
the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone 

had been rolled back—it was very large. And 
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on 

the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they 
were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be 

alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place 

where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There 

you will see him, just as he told you.” And they went 
out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 

astonishment had seized them, and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

P:  People of God, Jesus is not here. He is risen! 
C:  Yes, the tomb is empty. He is risen! 

P:  He is risen! 
C:  And He is among us! 

P:  Alleluia!  
C:  Alleluia! 

P:  He is risen! 
C:  He is risen, indeed!  
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The Hymn of Resurrection: LSB 457 “Jesus Christ 
is Risen Today” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation  LSB 151 
P In the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Exhortation  LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
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Confession of Sins  LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our 

Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution  LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His 

Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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A Hymn of Praise: “This is the Feast of Victory”  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Prayer of the Day 

 
The First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

 Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
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right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he 
sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 

Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know 
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 

Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but 
God raised him on the third day and made him to 

appear, not to all the people but to us who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded 

us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 

and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness 
that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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A Hymn: LSB 461, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”  

 

 

 
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
The Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

 If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 P This is the Word of the Lord. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
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A Hymn: LSB 465, “Now All the Vault of Heaven 
Resounds” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002553 

Tune: Public domain 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the twenty-eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there 
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for 
fear of him the guards trembled and became like 

dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there 

you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they 

departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus 

met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 

me.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 159) 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

    who  was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
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Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Sermon Hymn: LSB 482, “This Joyful 
Eastertide” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Sermon: John 20:11-18, 

 “The Fruit of the Spirit is Joy.” 
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The Easter Offering  
 

The Responsive Easter Prayer of Joy 
in the Resurrected Lord 

 
P: On this happy Day of Resurrection, give us joy, O 

    Lord, that we may ‘rejoice before You as with joy 
    at an abundant harvest.” 

C: Give to us joy, O Lord, joy like that of finding 
     a “treasure hidden in a field, which a man 

     found and covered up; then in his joy he 
     goes and sells all that he has and buys that 

     field;” 
P: Give to us joy, O Lord, that we may look to “Jesus 

    the Source and Perfecter of our faith, who for the 

    joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
    despising the shame and is seated at the right 

    hand of the throne of God.” 
C: Give us that joy, O Risen Lord! 

P: Give to us the joy of Peter and John, who saw and 
    believed that Jesus was truly risen from the dead; 

C: And the joy of Mary Magdalene, whose tears 
    of sorrow were turned to tears of joy at the 

    sound of her name from the Masters’ lips. 
P: Give to us joy, Lord, all the days of our life – the 

    joy of forgiveness, life and salvation; 
C: And the Spirit’s gifts of love, joy, peace, 

    patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
    gentleness and self-control; 

ALL: The gift of the risen Lord Jesus Christ,  

    Conqueror of sin and death, Savior, Lord of  
     all, who gives us all joy forever and ever.  

    Amen. 
(Is. 9:3b; 51:11; Matt. 13:44; Luke 15:7; Heb. 12:2)  

 
The Easter Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
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The Benediction 
 

The Closing Hymn: LSB 480, “He’s Risen, He’s 
Risen” 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002553 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Events of the Week:  April 12 – April 19, 2020 
 

TODAY: 9:30 a.m. Easter Service (Facebook Live) and at 

               11:00 a.m. Bible study on the Resurrection of Jesus  

Monday – Thurs:  Noon Devotions w/ Pastor (Facebook Live) 

Monday:   1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  Holy Communion @ St. James  

Thursday:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  Holy Communion @ St. James 

Sunday:  9:30 a.m.   Worship (Facebook Live) and at 

   11:00 a.m.  Bible Study w/ Pastor Schaeffer (Facebook) 

 

 

FINANCIAL DISCIPLESHIP (April 5, 2020) 
                     Offering      
General Fund           $7,270.00 

Reimbursements       104.00 
Future Building Expansion              175.00 

Roof Repair Fund                          75.00 
Plate Collection                           1,487.00 
Refund – Katie Conf.                      199.00 

Evangelism           10.00 
Tessaro Ministry – Nigeria         70.00 

    Total:  $9,390.00 
                      
             

 
 

NOTE: 
All April events and meetings 

at church 

have been cancelled. 
 

 

 


